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The Reserve extends over 120ha of pasture and
agricultural land. It was acquired by what was
then the Cambridge Preservation Society in the
1930s with some initial amenity planting and
provision for public access.
Further steps
towards creating the Reserve waited until 2003,
when grants began to be won. Provision of
better infrastructure, particularly the spine road
and Martin car park, and habitat creation was
carried out over the next few years. Now there
is over 11ha of public access land, over 5000
trees have been planted, two ponds dug and
there is over 5km of footpaths. Additional
habitat creation is still being carried out. There
are plans for the future: a new lake and wetland
to provide flood control on Bin Brook.

The Coton Countryside Reserve
(Map by Cambridge Past, Present &
Future)

The pond by Wheatcases Barn has matured
significantly over the last 10 years. New species
have appeared in and around it, though who
introduced them is unknown. Woad (left) appeared
in 2019.

The management of the arable
land is contracted out by CPPF.
The contractor ticks all the boxes
to get stewardship money from
DEFRA, however the results
don’t bring much benefit to
biodiversity. The area used to
have many less common arable
weeds but most are now very
scarce on the farmland.
Not
surprisingly several of these have
been red listed.
CPPF has
however created some habitat
areas where they could thrive.
Euphorbia platyphyllos (Broad-leaved Spurge), declining in
England, growing in a tractor rut. Anthemis cotula (Stinking
Chamomile), Vulnerable in England, was not seen at all in 2020.

On the October visit, dedicated to
fungi, we saw several unusual
species, with another seen in
December.

Stemonitis fusca, a myxomycete (a totally separate
kingdom to fungi), on a rotting log in October.
(Chris Preston)

Mycena adonis var
adonis (Emily Marr) on
the October visit.

Rhodatus
palmatus
(Winkled
Peach),
seen here from a 2004
visit to the Coton
Footpath, was seen in
December but had lost
its wrinkles due to
heavy rain a few days
earlier.

In 2021 the Society
will conduct its field
studies
in
Trumpington
Meadows
country
park.
This newly
created site has a
variety of habitats,
from
wildflower
grasslands to old
coprolite pits. The
visits
begin
on
January
1,
but
attendance
will
initially be limited by
the
coronavirus
restrictions.

